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The first part, that of the morning, is to be given to those
who are going to the market. The second is to be given
to buying and selling, which ought to be sufficient to all,
unless they be merchants who have stalls where their goods
are deposited and exposed for sale, to whom a longer delay
in the market may be necessary. But the third part is left
for those returning from the market to their own homes, and
for doing all those things which must be done by day and
not by night, on account of the snares and attacks of robbers,
that all things may be in safety. When therefore a market
has been obtained within such a limit, it will have to be
levelled since it is a hurtful and tortious nuisance, because
it is so near ". Bracton's doctrine is supported by Edward
III/s charter to London in 1327, in which he granted that
no market should be conceded to any one within a seven
miles' radius of the city1, and also by a sixteenth-century
charter to Boston2; but practices conflicted in different
parts of the country. In 1281 the king's attorney laid it
down3 that " a market ought to be five miles distant from
another market" ; while again a market at Lyme4 was con-
demned on the ground that it was " distant more than five
miles, but less than six ", from that of Bridport.
The competition between rival centres of traffic was
carried on with remarkable vigour in the centuries that
followed the Norman Conquest, and legal doctrines were
unable to restrain their growth within moderate limits. In
the presentments of juries many complaints are raised as
to the infringement of existing claims. Already in Domes-
day Book5 we are told how " in this manor there used to
be a market . . . and it was held on Saturday ; and William
Malet set up another market on the same day in his castle,
1 Letter Book F, 126. Similarly, the charter of Yarmouth forbade
markets within seven leagues : Rotuli Parliamentorum, ii. 334. For the
term leagues, see infra, p. 242, note i.
z Thompson, Boston, 346.
s Placita de Quo Warranto, 184.
* Ibid. 185. " An ancient claim of the citizens " of York was that " by
the law of the land no man ought to have a free borough, market or fair
unless it be distant ... at least six miles " : Drake, Eboracum, 257.
6 Domesday Book, ii. 379. Compare ibid. i. 120 b, where the market
was " reduced to nothing" on account of the market held hard by
(proximum).